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2007 District High Level Testing Procedures

To help us establish a more standardized system for implementation of the District Testing system, please use the following guidelines and standards for administration of all high-level tests.
A skater from a different district might request testing in your district due to competition entry deadlines or schedule conflicts.  They might also choose to send in a video test to the ISI office.

If this happens, please contact the District Test Chair in the skater’s home area to make sure this testing is O.K.  Whenever possible, you will also be notified from the office when we receive video tests from your district.

Open communication and follow-up is important so this national testing system can be consistent and fair to all participants.

Before The Test

· Select District test session date(s) and publish as far in advance as possible.  The number of test sessions offered in each district will vary, but each district should offer at least 2 test sessions per year.  Test sessions can be held in conjunction with local competition events.
· Be sure to fill in your return address on the test application.

· Skaters wishing to test must complete the current High Level Test Application form (NEW FORM INCLUDED) and return the form to you with the non-refundable test fee payment at least 30 days before the test session.
· This 30-day period will give you enough time to order badges and confirm the skater’s previous test levels through a phone call, fax or e-mail to randy@skateisi.org
· All skaters’ previous test levels must be confirmed through the office before the test session.

· The current test fee for all high-level district testing is $35.  $30 is kept by the district to cover your expense such as:  ice time, supplies, postage, mileage, copies, etc.  $5 per test is paid to ISI with your Test Report Form.

· Send or give each skater a confirmation letter or phone call confirming the date, time & location of test.    

· Confirm judging panel.  All panel judges must be a current ISI Professional member, Gold Certified and should have coached students through that test level.
· Qualified Professional members are eligible to Trial Judge these tests.  Trial Judges should be encouraged to help build your pool of qualified judges.  An application to Trial Judge must be submitted to the Test Chair 30 days in advance of the test session.  Be sure to add your name & address to the bottom of the Trial Judge Application.

On Test Day

· Allow enough time for set-up before the test session begins.

· Choose a judging location that has the best view of the ice with access to skaters & privacy from other on-lookers.
· Suggested supplies:  stop watches, pencils, clipboards, current ISI Skater and Coaches Handbook, test badges & hospitality supplies.

Note:  Commercial videotaping is not allowed for high-level District test sessions.

Test Procedures
· The Referee – who may or may not be one of the three judges – will explain the testing process to the skaters.  They will also explain the test results after the session.

· During the compulsory portion, each skater will have the choice of performing each required maneuver 1 or 2 times.  The skater can receive advice from their coach, if desired.  The better of the two attempts receiving the highest score will be compared.
· If one of the required maneuvers does not receive a passing score during the    compulsory part of the test, re-testing will be at the discretion of the Referee and/or District Test Chair.
· All required maneuvers must receive a passing score by all 3 judges in order for the skater to pass the compulsory portion of the test.
· Skaters who pass the compulsory portion will skate the solo program in which all the required maneuvers must be completed above the passing standard.

· If only one of the required maneuvers does not receive a passing score during the    program portion, the skater will be given an opportunity to re-skate that 1 maneuver; the skater will be given 2 attempts.  If the re-skate is successful, then the test is a “PASS”.
· If the compulsory portion of the test is passed by all three judges, but the program is "incomplete" the skater will need to retest ONLY THE PROGRAM PORTION at a subsequent test session.  This must be done WITHIN ONE YEAR to avoid having to re-test both the compulsory and program portions of the test.  

· If the test is passed, you should immediately present the skater with:
· ISI Badge for corresponding test level
· ISI Certificate of Congratulations

(If you need additional testing supplies, please request from Randy)
After The Test Session

· Send copies of test sheets with letter from you as the District Test Chair to each skater.
· Send Thank-you letter to arena manager & judge panel.
· Send your District Test Report Form and test fee payment to Randy Winship at the ISI National Office within 14 days of the test session.  This is important so the test can immediately be registered and so we can send out the “Congratulations” letter from the national office to the candidates.  
We regularly receive District Test Report forms a month or two months after the test session or a combined report form for several test sessions over a 2-3 month period.  This delays the test registration at the national office and can also affect some competition events.  It also delays our sending of the “Congratulations” letter.  Please send in one District Test Report Frm per test session to help expedite this process.
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED HELP to monitor and implement fair quality standards in our ISI District Testing Program.
If you have any questions about District testing procedures, please contact:
Margy Bennett

614-766-4689

mbsk8@columbus.rr.com

Jean Albrigthson

612-373-0555

jeanalbrightson@hotmail.com

Randy Winship

972-735-8800

randy@skateisi.org
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